West Side Lunch Group Hosts Mike Goins

On Wednesday, March 6, the west side lunch group hosted Mike Goins, WB5YJX, ARCI #3922. Mike is the new editor of the QRP Quarterly. His email address is mgoins@usa.net. Mike has great credentials as both an editor and a QRP ham operator.
Mike brought a little G4ZPY model 56 miniature paddle, special ordered from G4ZPY. He also passed around the tiny key he got last Christmas, built by Marshall Emm of the Spanish Key Company. It came with a little red ribbon so it could be hung on the Christmas tree as an ornament. The G4ZPY is a neat little solid-brass iambic paddle that is made in England (took about 10 months to get).

On Wednesday, March 13, Mike joined us again and brought more keys: the Swedish "pump" straight key, a small straight key from an Australian military set from WWII; and the TE NE KE. The Swedish Pump Key is a new model of an old design. It connects at the front instead of at the rear like most straight keys. It is virtually an exact copy of some really old design that has been used in Sweden for a long time. It is available at Milestone Technologies. This example came from a Swedish ham.

The small Australian hand key came from a military set and was obtained from an Australian ham that had a couple of them. It is sort of basic and not particularly pretty, but works great and is small enough to fit in a small CW package. It with used with Mike’s Sierra and kept inside when traveling.

The TE NE KE was designed by Boyd Mason, NE8KE, and is sold by the North Ottawa Amateur Radio Club (NOARC). Mason has turned over the rights to make and sell the key to NOARC, and they will guarantee the key for the buyer’s lifetime. The key was originally designed for use on HF CW mobile, and the paddle contacts are formed from beryllium copper spring stock, which provides touch style keying. The club web site is www.qsl.net/noarc.
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